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Grade 11, Unit 4 Pre-Assessment 

 

The passage below is a scene from the play The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar 
Wilde, which was first performed in 1895. The text is taken from a book by the same title 
published in 1965 by Avon Book Division, the Hearst Corporation, pages 45-46.  
 
Just prior to this scene, Gwendolen has told her mother, Lady Bracknell, that she is 
engaged to Mr. Worthing. In this scene Gwendolen’s mother, Lady Bracknell, questions 
Jack (Mr. Worthing) in order to find out if he is worthy enough to marry her daughter, 
Gwendolen.  
 
Lady Bracknell.  
(Pencil and Note-book in Hand.) I feel bound to tell you that you are not down on my list 
of eligible young men, although I have the same list as the dear Duchess of Bolton has.  
We work together, in fact.  However, I am quite ready to enter your name, should your 
answers be what a really affectionate mother requires.  Do you smoke? 
 
Jack. 
Well, yes.  I must admit I smoke.        5 
 
Lady Bracknell.  
I am glad to hear it.  A man should always have an occupation of some kind.   There are 
far too many  idle men in London as it is.  How old are you? 
 
Jack. 
Twenty-nine. 
 
Lady Bracknell.  
A very good age to be married at.  I have always been of opinion that a man who 
desires to get married should know either everything or nothing.  Which do you    10    
know?                     
 
Jack. 
 (After some hesitation.) I know nothing, Lady Bracknell. 
 
Lady Bracknell.  
I am pleased to hear it.  I do not approve of anything that tampers with natural 
ignorance. I Ignorance is like a delicate exotic fruit; touch it and the bloom is gone.   15 
The whole theory of modern education is radically unsound.  Fortunately in England, at 
any rate, education produces no effect whatsoever.  If it did, it would prove a serious 
danger to the upper classes, and probably lead to acts of violence in Grosvenor Square.  
What is your income? 
 
 



Jack. 
Between seven and eight thousand a year. 
 
Lady Bracknell.  
(Makes a note in her book.) In land, or in investments? 
 
Jack. 
In investments, chiefly. 
 
Lady Bracknell.  
That is satisfactory.  What between the duties expected of one during one’s lifetime, 20     
and the duties exacted from one after one’s death, land had ceased to be either a profit 
or a pleasure.  It gives one position, and prevents one from keeping it up.  That’s all that 
can be said about land. 
 
Jack. 
I have a country house with some land, of course, attached to it, about fifteen hundred 
acres, I believe; but I don’t depend on that for my real income.  In fact, as far as I can 
make out, the poachers are the only people who make anything out of it.       25 
 
Lady Bracknell.  
A country house!  How many bedrooms?  Well, that point can be cleared up afterwards.  
You have a town house, I hope?  A girl with a simple, unspoiled nature, like Gwendolen, 
could hardly be expected to reside in the country. 
 
Jack. 
Well, I own a house in Belgrave Square, but it is let by the year to Lady Bloxham.  Of 
course, I can get it back whenever I like, at six months’ notice.        30 
 
Lady Bracknell.  
Lady Bloxham?  I don’t know her. 
 
Jack. 
Oh, she goes about very little.  She is a lady considerably advanced in years. 
 
Lady Bracknell.  
Ah, nowadays that is no guarantee of respectability of character.  What number in 
Belgrave Square? 
 
Jack. 
149.                 35 
 
Lady Bracknell.  
(Shaking her head.)  The unfashionable side.  I thought there was something.  However, 
that could easily be altered. 
 



 
Jack. 
Do you mean the fashion, or the side? 
 
Lady Bracknell. 
(Sternly.) Both, if necessary, I presume.  What are your politics?    39                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Multiple Choice 
           

1. Answer both parts of the question below. 
 

 
Which statement best describes Lady Bracknell’s feelings about Jack’s having a 
country house? 

A. She does not care if he has one or not. 
B. The size of the country house is not of any concern of hers. 
C. She is delighted that Jack has a country house. 
D. She is not happy that the town house is presently let. 

 
 
 
Which quotation from the passage best supports your answer? 
 

A. Lady Bracknell. That is satisfactory.  What between the duties expected 
of one during  one’s lifetime, and the duties exacted from one after one’s 
death, land had ceased to be either a profit or a pleasure.  It gives one 
position, and prevents one from keeping it up.  That’s all that can be said 
about land. 

 
B. Lady Bracknell. Lady Bloxhan?  I don’t know her. 

 
C. Lady Bracknell. A country house!  How many bedrooms?  Well, that 

point can be cleared up airwards.  You have a town house, I hope?  A 
girl with a simple, unspoiled nature, like Gwendolen, could hardly be 
expected to reside in the country. 

 
D. Lady Bracknell. (Shaking her head.)  The unfashionable side.  I thought 

there was something.  However, that could easily be altered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.  Answer both parts of the question below. 
 

What is Lady Bracknell’s motivation for questioning Jack? 
 

                                                                                                                
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Which quotation from the passage best supports your answer? 
 

A. Lady Bracknell.  I am pleased to hear it.  I do not approve of anything that 
tampers with natural ignorance. Ignorance is like a delicate exotic fruit; touch 
it and the bloom is gone.  The whole  theory of modern education is radically 
unsound.  Fortunately in England, at any rate, education produces no effect 
whatsoever.  If it did, it would prove a serious danger to the upper classes, 
and probably lead to acts of violence in Grosvenor Square. What is your 
income?                                                                                                                         
 

B.  Lady Bracknell. That is satisfactory.  What between the duties expected 
of one during one’s lifetime, and the duties exacted from one after one’s 
death, land had ceased to be either a profit or a pleasure.  It gives one 
position, and prevents one from keeping it up.  That’s all that can be said 
about land.                                                                                                           
 
C.  Lady Bracknell. A very good age to be married at.  I have always been of 
opinion that a man who desires to get married should know either everything 
or nothing.  Which do you know?          

 
D.  Lady Bracknell. (Pencil and Note-book in Hand.) I feel bound to tell you 
that you are not down on my list of eligible young men, although I have the 
same list as the dear Duchess of Bolton has. We work together, in fact.  
However, I am quite ready to enter your name, should your answers be what 
a really affectionate mother requires.  Do you smoke?    



                       
          Essential Questions 
 

3. How can I analyze a text well?  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How can I develop a real or imagined experience or event as a narrative? 
 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Written Response  
 
Imagine that Lady Bracknell goes with Jack to Number 149 in Belgrave Square in 
order to determine its suitability for her daughter.  While looking at the rooms in 
the town house, Lady Bloxham walks in.  Write an account of the conversation 
which takes place among the three characters.  How do they act?  What do they 
say to one another?  How do they view their surroundings (the town house) 
differently?  Is their opinion of it the same or different? How do they react to one 
another’s views? You may invent details as necessary, but the characters should 
be recognizably the same characters as depicted in the passage. 
 
Your account should 

 show a thorough understanding of the characters 

 depict a vivid, realistic encounter among the characters in which their 
relationships and differing perspectives are clear and grounded in the 
passage  

  present a coherent scene and conversation that flows naturally and 
logically  

  conclude in a sensible, realistic way  
 



 
Scoring Guide: Grade 11, Unit 4 pre-assessment 

 
1. A, C 
 
 
2. Lady Bracknell wants to determine if Jack is worthy of her daughter. 

D 
 
 
 
 

Questions 3 and 4 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the  
unit. Review responses to determine what students already know and  
understand. 

 

 

Written Response – Use the rubric below. 

 

Construct 

Measured 

Score Point 0 Score Point 1 Score Point 2 Score Point 3 Score Point 4 

Reading: 

comprehensi

on of key 

ideas and 

details 

 

No response; or the 

response is  

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

  not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate. 

 

 

 

The response 
provides a 
minimally accurate 
or inaccurate 
analysis of what 
the text says, and 
cited textual 
evidence shows 
limited or 
inaccurate 
comprehension of 
ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 
 

 

Specific scoring 
notes: The  
narrative shows no  
understanding of 
the characters or 
how they would  
interact in the 
circumstances  
described. They 
are not 
recognizably the 
same  
characters as 

The response 
provides a mostly 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly or 
inferentially and 
cited textual 
evidence, shows a 
basic 
comprehension of 
ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 
 
 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: The 
narrative is 
consistent  
with the 
characters as  
presented in the 
passage  
but shows no 
significant  
insight into those  
characters or their  
situation. The 

The response 
provides an 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites textual 
evidence to 
support the 
analysis, showing 
extensive 
comprehension of 
ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: The  
narrative depicts 
the characters and 
their interactions 
in a believable  
way that can be 
seen as a plausible 
extension of the  
passage. The 
narrative shows an 
understanding of  
how the characters 

The response 
provides an 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites convincing 
textual evidence to 
support the 
analysis, showing 
full comprehension 
of complex ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: The  
narrative reveals a 
sophisticated  
and subtle 
understanding of 
the characters and 
their 
circumstances. The 
narrative vividly 
and realistically 
depicts the 
characters’ 



depicted in the  
passage.  

narrative is  
mostly a 
paraphrase or  
repetition of the  
interactions 
depicted in  
the passage.  

view one another 
and how they 
might interact 
under the 
specified  
conditions 

interactions in a  
way that follows 
directly from  
what we learn of 
the characters  
in the passage, and 
it presents a  
compelling 
treatment of the  
characters’ likely 
feelings in the  
specified 
conditions. 

Writing: 

developmen

t of ideas 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

develops the claim, 

topic and/or 

narrative elements 

minimally by using 

limited reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence and/or 

description; the 

development is 

limited in its 

appropriateness to 

the task, purpose, 

and/or audience. 

 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides some 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

some reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

somewhat 

appropriate to the 

task, purpose, and 

audience. 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides effective 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

clear reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

largely appropriate 

to the task, 

purpose, and 

audience. 

The response 

addresses the 

prompt and 

provides effective 

and 

comprehensive 

development of 

the claim, topic 

and/or narrative 

elements by using 

clear and 

convincing 

reasoning, details, 

text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

consistently 

appropriate to the 

task, purpose, and 

audience. 

Writing: 

organization 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 

demonstrates 

limited or no 

coherence, clarity, 

and/or cohesion, 

making the writer’s 

progression of 

ideas somewhat or 

entirely unclear. 

 

The response 

demonstrates 

some coherence, 

clarity, and/or 

cohesion, and 

includes an 

introduction, 

conclusion, and 

logically grouped 

ideas, making the 

writer’s 

progression of 

ideas usually 

discernible but not 

obvious. 

The response 

demonstrates a 

great deal of 

coherence, clarity, 

and cohesion, and 

includes an 

introduction, 

conclusion, and a 

logical progression 

of ideas, making it 

fairly easy to 

follow the writer’s 

progression of 

ideas. 

 

The response 

demonstrates 

purposeful 

coherence, clarity, 

and cohesion and 

includes a strong 

introduction, 

conclusion, and a 

logical, well-

executed 

progression of 

ideas, making it 

easy to follow the 

writer’s 

progression of 

ideas. 



Writing: 

clarity of 

language 

 

 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response has a 

style that has 

limited or impaired 

effectiveness, with 

limited or highly 

deficient 

awareness of the 

norms of the 

discipline.  The 

response includes 

limited if any 

descriptions, 

sensory details, 

linking or 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, or domain-

specific 

vocabulary. 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains a mostly 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

some precise 

language, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

mostly precise 

language, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an 

effective style, 

while attending to 

the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses 

precise language 

consistently, 

including 

descriptive words 

and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

Writing: 

knowledge 

of language 

and 

conventions 

 

 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 

demonstrates little 

or no command of 

the conventions of 

standard English. 

There are frequent 

and varied errors 

in grammar and 

usage, 

demonstrating 

little or no control 

over language. 

There are frequent 

distracting errors 

in grammar and 

usage that often 

impede 

understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates 

limited command 

of the conventions 

of standard 

English. There are 

multiple errors in 

grammar and 

usage 

demonstrating 

minimal control 

over language. 

There are multiple 

distracting errors 

in grammar and 

usage that 

sometimes impede 

understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates a 

generally 

consistent 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are a few 

patterns of errors 

in grammar and 

usage that may 

infrequently 

impede 

understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English 

consistent with 

effectively edited 

writing. Though 

there may be a few 

minor errors in 

grammar and 

usage, meaning is 

clear throughout 

the response. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


